A POET'S PEDIGREE

T\ /fY eye was caught by a controversy
J\/| in the Saturday Westminster. A
JLvJL reviewer had " characterised" as
" a misleading statement" somebody's allega-
tion that the poet Shelley " came of an ancient
county family." It is the commonest of
observations that it was the strangest thing in
the world that so imaginative., phantasmal,
revolutionary a being as Shelley should have
sprung from " a line of heavy country squires."
Commentators always assume that the in-
heritor from such ancestors should live up to
Charles Churchill's description of " some t^nth
transmitter of a foolish face." There was
nothing surprising, therefore, in the fact that
an indignant correspondent wrote in to dispute
what the reviewer had said and to question
his authority. The critic answered by referr-
ing his antagonist to John Addington Sy-
monds's book on Shelley. It is there stated
that Sir Bysshe Shelley, the poet's grandfather,
" was born in North America and began life,
as it is said, as a quack doctor." " Began life "
is not a very good way of putting it; one is
reminded of the frequent merchant prince
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